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Tie Character of tie Godly and Taithful Mans 


REPRE SENTED 
. | A: g x 
Upon al Xii. 1, 


Preached upon the Occaien of the Deaths 


Mr. JOHN GLOVE . 


By FOHN CARTER > 


Phe Righteous is more excellent than his, Ne:ghbour. Prov. xii. 26. 
The Righteous hath Hope i in his Death. 
The. Righteous are bold as a” Lion. Prov, xxviiie. 1 


We Fools accounted his Life Madneſs, .. and his End to be withou, 
honour.----How is he numbered among the children oof Go 


and his Lot is among the. Saints! Wiſd. v. 4, 5. 


Prov. xiv. 32. 


LONDON. 
Erinted· by R. Hawzs, (No. 34.) in n Land- Atte 
Near Nee, 1. 774. | 


Advertiſement. 


The Reader is earnęſtly requeſted to pe- 
ruſe the following diſcourſe with a 
ſpirit of meekneſs and devotion, 
rather than with the ſeverity of a 
critic, or the temper of a bigot.— 
Jo forgive the weakneſſes that a ju- 
dlicious mind will eafily percerve, 
and feed upon that which is agreea- 
ble to the good word of God. he 
reaps any benefit, let God have all 
the praiſe, and the unworthy Author 
a ſhare in his Prayers, 
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PSALM xii. 1. 4 


| Help, Lord, bor the godly man ceaſeth, | 
for the faithful fail from * the | 
children of men. 


a 2 d 745 2 2 MONGST the many complaints which 2 
** *& the Prophet Jaiab exhibits againſt a 
7 A 25 degenerate people, we find the follow- 
N 4 ing hath place (chap. lvii. 1.) „ The 

„ righteous periſheth, and no man layeth 
4 it to heart; and merciful men are taken away none 
% confidering that the righteous is taken away from the 
« vil to come; which plainly intimates, that it ar- 
— gues much amiſs, when the dearth of the godly makes 
| no impreſſion upon us ;—when we are neither affected 
51 with the I/ that the world in general, and the church 
in particular ſuſtains hereby; : nor are ourſelves 
ſtirred up to purſue our courſe with greater vigour, 
and 
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to ran the race that is ſet before us with more alacrityg, 
diligence and zeal.—When nothing of this appears, 
it but too plaiuly indicates that our regard for Gon 
and godlineſs is ſmall: Would it not be a mani feſt 
incongruity (not to ſay a palpable contradiction) 
for any to pretend great zeal for the intereſt of his 
ſovereign, who can ſtand by and ſee the moſt emi- 
nent aſſertors of his cauſe, and the moſt noble 
vouchers of his authority cut off,, and have no emo- 
tion of mind, no ſenſation of grief at their loſs, no 
kindling of zeal to emulate their practice? — The 
application is eaſy, — 


You well know the cauſe, my brethren, which 
led my thoughts to the words juſt now read; and 
therefore cannot be at a loſs to know the reaſon of 
this hint at the beginning.—We have lived to ſee 

the death of that truly ſincere, valuable and uſeful 
man in the chriſtian commonwealth, Mr. John 
Glover, and it behoves us to make a right uſe bf 
this circumſtance of the divine providence, by cal- 
ling to mind the character of the deceaſed, paying a 
grateful tribute tp his memory, and ſtriving in the- 
future part of our life to emulate his example,. ſo far 
as he followed Cur1sT ; © that we be not Hothful but 
** followers of them who through faith and patience in- 
«© herit the promiſes,”————I know indeed, in 
diſcourſes of this ſort, it's often a hard matter ſo to 
handle them, as not to incur the cenſure of ſome: 
for ſpeaking too much, or of others for ſpeaking too 
little, with reſpect to the deceaſed ; and this comes 
to paſs through the different apprehenfions of men, 
| wWira. 
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with regard to the character of the perſon, or their 
different intereſts, which often bias the judgement 
and pervert the underſtanding.,—I diſlike, as much 
as any one, pompous and fulſome encomiums, 
becauſe they carry in them an air of flattery and 
unfaithfulneſs, vid. Job, xxxii. 21, 22. But whilſt 
we avoid that extreme, we are not to run into ano- 
ther, by forbearing to ſpeak that which we cannot 
with-hold, without doing injuſtice to the character 
of the perſon. Theſe things being premiſed, I ſhall 
proceed now to the words of the text. Help, Lord, 
for the godly man ceaſeth, for the faithful fail trom 
imong the children of men.“ 


At what particular time, or whether upon any pe- 
cial occaſion, this Pſalm was penned, is not very mate- 
71al to be aſcertained ; as we are well aſſured it was 
dictated to the royal Pſalmiſt by the Hol V Guosr, 
and intended by iu to be of ſtanding uſe to the 
church of God in all ages; as all other parts of Holy 

avrit were; For whatſoever things were <vritten 
2 ſoretimie æuere auritten for our liarxing. Rom. xv. 4. 


The words of the text, as they are a mournful 
complaint, do but too well ſuit not only our cafe, 
but J fear that of the church in general; for evi- 
dent it is, that not only that ſpirit which inflamed 
the primitive chriſtians with ſo much zeal, love and 
obedience ; but that alſo which animated our firit 
reformers, and many of their immediate ſucceſſors, 
is viſibly declined, dying, and decayed : not to ſay, 
wholly loſt. Amidit all the /zperior light the pre- 
fent age can boaſt of, where ſhall we find men of 
that firmne/5 in their profeſſion— that fecadineſs in 

K | their 
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their conduct that vniver/al and und; iNembled piety 
in their whole deportment, which ſo eminently ap- 
peared in the lives of many of our forefathers ? and 
which (however they were calumniated by a ſcoffing 


multitude) juſtly entitled them to the diſtinguiſhing 


and honourable characters appropriated to Chriſt's 
diſciples, ** The light of the world—The ſalt of the 
carth,” Mat v. 13, 14. Is it not too evident that 
a multi ,uc of profeſſors at this day content them- 
ſelves with only the name of being chriſtians, and re- 
tain as much as any people the ſpirit of the world ? 
(See 1 Cor. 11. 12.) Yea have they not an enmity 


to real godlineſs, and an utter diſlike to holineſs in 
heart and life? Do they not ſeek to mould the reli- 


gion of Jeſus into a ævorlaly. form ? making the pre- 
cepts of Chriſt truckle to their carnal minds, obſerv- 


Ing them no further than will comport with their 


«vorldly views and intereſt? Now ſeeing this is the 
caſe, (and that it is, with a great many, who can 
deny?) how much reaſon have we to pour out the 
Pfalmiſt's complaint and adopt the words of the text, 


40 Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaſcth, &c.“ 


In proſecuting the ſubje&t I would propoſe the 
ſollowing method. | 


I. Endeavour to open and explain the words of 


the text. 


II. Shew how the character of the godly and 
faithful man was exemplified in the life of the de- 
ceaſed, - 


III. Recommend it. to you all (who have any 
concern for the revival of religion) _ the death 
| of 


3 | 
of the godly and the failing of the faithful, to take 
the Pſalmitt's courſe, and cry, “ Help, Lord!“ — 


I. I ſhall endeavour to open and explain the 
words of the text,—** Help, Lord, &c. We 
| have here a character ſet before us well worth our 
attending to:—it deſerves our peculiar regard, and 
will be a real ornament to all, who, upon good 
g/'unds, can lay claim to it :*ﬀ>——Tr's tbe godly 
and the faithful man.“ For no doubt we are to un- 
derſtand one and the ſame perſon by theſe different 
epithets { and perhaps by the 57 term is meant, 
his conſcientious regard to all thoſe duties which 
immediately relate to the worſhip of God, and by 
the latter, his ſteady performance ot all thoſe which 
concern his dealings with men: or it may be, the 
latter is only exegetical of the former, to ſhew that 
the godly man is a faithful man.—However, we ſhall 
take theſe epithets aſunder, and ſpeak a word con- 
cerning each of them. — And, 


1. The godly 8 who is renewed after 
the image of God in the ſpirit of his mind con- 
formed to the precepts of God in his whole deport- 
ment and exerts himſelf to promote the glory of 
God by doing what he cau to e his intereit 
in the world, — | 


(1) We ſay a 3 man is one who is rene ed 

% in the ſpirit of his mind; this is the apoſtle's. 

phraſe, Eph. iv. 23. and it denotes that entire 

change which takes place in the principles and diſpoſi- 

tion of a man that is truly godly ; for no man is ſo 

„ 857 
* Yide Prov, xiv. 34. 
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by nature, or can be made ſo by any power or wflu- 


ence that is merely natural: as is plain from John 


i. 13. Which<ere born” (who? The foregoing 
verſe ſays, ** The ſons of God; thoſe that bekeve on 


„ His name, were born) 20 of blood, nor of the cuil! 


„ of thefleſh, nor of the «will of man, but of God. — 
For we are by nature children of ewvrath,” becaufe 
children of diſobedience; fooliſh, ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures; walking in the vanity of our minds, 


having the underflanding darkened, being alienated from 


the life of God through the ignorance that is in us becauſe 
of the blindneſs of our heart, &c, But (ſays the Apoſ- 


file) ye hawe not ſo lrarned Chriſt, if fo be that ye have 


heard him (Mark, the Apoſtle does not ſay, if ye have 
heard of him, but heard him!) and been taught by him 
as the truth is in Feſus,””—For a diſpoſition and con- 
duct as oppoſite as light and darkneſs will, as the ine- 
vitable conſequence, thus maniteſt irfelf in you; 
« that ye put off concerning the former converſation the 


old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful luſis, 


aud be renewed in the ſpirit of your minds; and that 


ye put on the new man which after God is created in 


riglitonſneſ and true holineſs.” (See Eph. iv. 17— 
24.) which by another Apoſlle is called being made 
par tabers of the (or A) divine nature;” becauſe the 
foul is hereby aſfimulated into the Iikeneſs or image 
of God ; It heartily approves what hE approves, and 


(fo far as it is renewed) perfectly acquieſceth in his 
will—delightcth in the law of God after the inner man — 
| ſees a glory and beauty in holineſs, which none can 
fee who are blinded with the love of ſin—beholds the 
perfections of God ſhine forth with ſuch a glory and 
5 luſtre 
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| toftre, as makes it love him, delight in him and long 


after conformity to him as the perfection of its na- 


ture and the happineſs of its being, and hence 


(2) Svch a one is conformed: to the precepts of 
God in his whole deportment. It is the character of 
the ungodly (as you but juſt now heard) that they 
live ſerving divers Iuffs and pleaſures. It's the prac- 


tice of the godly to do the will of God from the 


heart, aiming at univerſal obedience to his com- 


mands: they deſire to be entirely conformed to his 


will and can have no ſatis faction in any thing they 
know inconſiſtent therewith——they do not look. 
only to their walk and actions Before mtu, but they 
carefully obſerve the ſecret ſprings and motives of 


their actions before God — their chief work is within; 


about the inward frame and temper of their minds 
keeping the heart with all diligence, (well knowing) that! 
out of it are the iſſues of liſe; and that if they can 
truly delight in the law of God after the inner man, 
rhe outward. deportment will b&-regulated by it of 


courſe ; as naturally, as wholeſome fruit will be the- 


product of an wholefome tree, and as neceffarily, as 


a regular pulſe will be the motior of an healthful 


body. See Mat. xii. 33.)—They conlider by: 


what ſacred ties they are bound to give up all to- 


God, and be ail for him—they defire therefore with 
whatever they have and are, they may glorify God, 
that the endowments of their minds may be impro- 
ved to his honour, and their poſſeſſions and goods 
be employed in a ſubſerviency to his glory, that, 


agreeable to the apoſtolic rule, ** avhaterer they do, 


th may do all to the glory of God,” 
| 3 This⸗ 
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Tbis is the godly man's ſincere aim, his conſtant 
labour—his daily care—in whatever he comes ſhort 
*tis his grief; whereunto he does attain he gives God 
thanks, aſcribing all that is good in him to the ope- 
rations of his Sp1r1T and the influences of his grace. 


—But this is not all; his religion is not confined to 


hinſelf only : And therefore, we obferve 


(3) He exerts himſelf to promote the glory of 
God, by doing what he canto ſtrengthen his intereſt 
in the world. — This is the labour of a good man's 
life, the joy of a godly man's heart, that the Lord 


enables him to give up all he is and hath, in ſuch a 


manner as may beſt promote his glory and honour 2 
How eminently does this appear in the inſtance of 


David, the man after God's own heart, who, when 


he and his princes and the people had offered a 


moſt amazing ſum towards building the Temple for 
the honour of God and the intereſt of religion, thus 


expreſſeth himſelf, ** Now therefore our God we 
thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious name, But who am 


x and what is my people, that eve Hou. be able to offer | 
fo willingly after this ſort ? for ail things come of thee 


and of thine own have <ve given thee.” 1 Chron, 


Xxix. 13, 14. He bleſſed God that he had a heart 


to do good with what he had, and gladly embraced 


the opportunity to manifeſt it. So alſo do all chrif. 


tians (I am ſure all lively chriſtians) put forth them = 
ſelves in their different ſpheres of action to promote 
the honour of the Redeemer in the world, and to 
ſeek the good and falvation of precious ſouls ; . for 


the lowe of Chrift conftraineth them not to live unto _ 
themſelves,” (Sce 2 Cor, v. 14, 15.) But 


alas ! 
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alas! the fewneſs of ſuch men now, makes the 


Apoſtle's complaint but too ſuitable for the preſent 
times; as, but with little limitation, I fear, we may 
ſay, All ſeck their own, not the things which ane 


Chriſt's. Phil. it 2. — But we ſhall . now 


as was propoſed, 


II. To ſpeak a little concerning the ſams perſon 
under the other character, viz, A faithful Man,— 


In this view, he is to be conſidered _ 


1. As adhering to thoſe great principles above- 
mentioned, at all times ;—to revere the commands 


of Gop above all the commands of men, and ſeek 


to promote his glory, tho? at the expence of his own. 
reproach; yea, and if called to it, at the expence 
of his life too. [See Luke xiv. 26,]—— “ Be thou 


faithful unto death, ſays Chriſt, and I will give thee 
a crown of life,” Rev. ii. 10,—which however it 
includes, that every one who perſeveres in the true 
faith unto the end, ſhall be crowned with everlaſting 


life; yet obſerving the connexion, it ſeems to have 
a ſpecial reſpect to that abiding faithfulnefs which 


is required of chriſtians in times of peculiar trial: 


And we read, ch. x11. 11. of thoſe who loved not 


their lives unto the death,” 


It is true indeed, we live in a land, and at a time 


when perſecution of this ſort is not known, (and 


we ought to be thankful for it:) but then there is a 


_ perſecution which is common to all the godly,, more 
or leſs, at all times, [See 2 Tim. 111, 12.] There 
the Apoſtle ſays, All that will live godly in Chriſt 
| Jeſus /hall ſuffer perſecution,” I conceive there is 
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2 ſpecial emphaſis to be laid upon that ** Zivr godly 


in Chriſt Jeſus ;%—to diſtinguiſh it from all that 


'/beww of godlineſs which is only the reſult of a pious 


education, or any, or all other means and methods, 
unaided, uninflueneed by divine grace; for evident 


it is, that many ſuch are not only not perſecuted}, 
but are themſelves as forward as any to perſecute- 


the humble, holy followers of Chriſt. We read 
of perſons not only honourable, but devout, who 
were ſtirred up to raiſe perſecutions againſt the 
Chriſtians. [See Acts x11. 50. ] Frue Chriſ- 


tians (let them live under ever ſo mild a govern- 
ment) will always meet with (“ per/ecution for righte- 


ouſneſs ſake” for this is the reſult of that enmity 


which is in the hearts of wicked men to. all that is 
| holy godly and divine *—of this ſort, all ages bear. 


their teſtimony ;. and theſe will not fail to pour re- 
proach, contempt, ſcorn and denifion upon fuch as 


„run not with them to the ſame exceſs of riot.” They 


will not ſpare to eat evil of thoſe things which they 
Fnow not, and to load men with calumnies and re- 


| proaches for no other reaſon, than that they pay a 
_ conſcientious regard to the dictates of their conſei- 

ences and the commands of their-God,—Theſe tr'als 
of cruel mockings, more or leſs, the Chriſtian muſt 
not expect to eſcape ; and” tis only the fu, man 


who will be enabled to purſue a ſteady courſe 
maintain an even walk—and perſevere in every 


duty both to God and man amidſt theſe circum-- 
| ſtances. But he is to be confidered, 


2. As one Who in his dealings with men ſo con- 
ducts himſelf, as to preſerve the moſt ſtrict and in- 


violable Truth ; and does neither finfully fear, nor 


deceit- 


0 


(43-3) | 
deceitfally flatter the perſons of men, The Pfal- 
miſt ſeems to view this as their character, when be 
was lamenting their loſs; for he fays concerning 
thoſe of the oppoſite ſtamp, ** They peak wanity - 
every one with his neighbour, with Aattering lips, and 
 quith a double heart do they ſpeak,” v. 2.——Thoſe 
who have men's perſons in admiration becauſe of advan- 
tage, will not ſpare upon occaſion to ſpeak great felling 
words of vanity ; and thoſe who are not altogether ſo 
baſe and mean as to flatter the wicked with a deceit- 
ful tongue and double heart, do yet often experi- 
ence the truth of Solomon's obſervation, that The 
& fear of man bringeth a ſnare” Prov. xxix. 25.— 
Great men and great names, ſounding titles of ho- 
nour and diſtinction, have commonly a mighty awe 
upon the minds of men; and if ſuch (as is too com- 
monly the caſe) ſtand it out againſt religion and put 
obſtacles in the way to hinder a man from doing his 
duty; what ſnares and perplexities is he often 
brought into upon the occafion !—how afraid to 
venture all for God ;—how loth to run the rifque 
of man's diſpleaſure, rather than to offend his con- 
ſcience, or diſobey his God and Saviour !—he la- 
bours hard for both, and in ſo doing often loſes 
both. Men diſcard him God forſakes him 


I have read of an Emperor, who though no chriſtian 
himſelf, yet ſuffered them to live peaceably in his 
dominions, and ſome of them even to enjoy the fa- 
vours of his court; and having a mind to try the 
truth and honeſty of theſe his ſubjects, made a de- 
claration, that whoſoever would not give. up their 
profeſſion, and adhere to the uſages of the nation 
in Idol-worſhip, &c. ſhould be baniſhed. his court, 
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fat down and made no further diſturbance. 


49 


and thoſe who would, ſhould receive favours and be 


care ſſed. Upon this, many renounced their chrif- 


tianity, while ſome few gave up their all to follow 
their conſcience and obey their God; and t ehold 
how God appeared for them, and made it evident 
that „ the hearts of kings are in his hands and he turt- 


eth them whitherſoever he pleaſis.” (tee Prov. 
xxi. 1,)—PFor the former expecting to reap thofe 
emolumen!s for which they gave vp their profeſſion, 
were thus repulſed by the prudent and ſagacicus 
Emperor, and told That thoſe who would not be 
« faithful to their God would not be faithful to 
him,” and therefore they were diſcarded and the 
Many inſtarces of this ſort 
might be produced, but I ſhall mention only one 
more, and that is concerr.ing the famous Mr. Fel; 
who, while he was Min iger of a proteſtant congre- 


gation in France, the civil wars breaking out at that 


time, the town was beſieged, and the oppoſite party 
carrying the ſway (viz, the Papiſts) the King him- 
ſelf with many of his Peers came iuto the town. The 
following ſabbath many people would have perſuaded 


Mr. We/ not to preach, but by no means could he be 
prevailed upon to forego his duty to God for the 
fear of man, and therefore proceeded in his work ; 


which the King hearing, ſent one of his Peers and 


ſome of his own guard to bring Mr. Velſb before 


him ; who thus accompanied, entering the church 
and approaching the pulpit to execute his comm'ſ- 

ſion, was thus addreſſed by Mr. Nelſß, I charge 
you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt not to diſturb the 
worſhip of God.” —W herewith the man was fo af- 
frighted and put into ſuch a fit of trembling that he 


After 


(15 ) 
After ſermon Mr. W#{{h went to the Whigs: who 
was greatly incenſed, and with a threatning coun- 
tenance aſked, ** What he was, and how he durſt 
preach hereſy fo near his perſon, . and carry 
himſelf owards him with ſo much contumacy ?” 
To which, with due reverence bowing him- 
ſelf he anſwered, ** I am, Sir, the ſervant and 
** miniſter of JIExsus Cnarsr, Whom I preached 
„this day: Which if your Majeſty rightly knew, 
you would have judged it your duty to have 
come yourſelf and heard: And for my Doctrine, 
did this day preach theſe Truths to your people: 
« rſt. That Man is Fallen, and by nature in a bf 
„condition; yea, by his own power and ability is 
„ not able to help himſelf from that eſtate, —— 
« 2, That there is no ſalvation or deliverance 
„ from Wrath by our own merits, but by the me- 
„ rits of CHRIST alone. 3. I did alfo preach 
« the juſt liberties of the kingdom of France: 
That your Majeſty oweth obedience to 
« Cnrrsr only, who is the Heap of the Church. 
40 That the Porz, as he's an enemy to CurisT_ 
„and his Truth, ſo alſo to the Kings of the earth, 
« whom he keepeth under flavery to his uſurped | 
« power.” Whereat the King for a time 
keeping filence, with great aſtoniſhment turned to 
ſome about him and ſaid, “ Surely this is a man 
of Gor!” Yea, after did commune with him, and 
with great reſpect difmiſſed him.“ * 


6-6 


He is a faithful man indeed, who can thus deal 
heartily with men, neither fearing their frowns nor 
regarding their "—_— when the glory of oy 

the 
* See 3 Fulfilling the Seripwaes P. 271, & 272. 
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( 16 ) 
the imerettof religion—the peace of his edifcionds 
and the good of ſouls is fo much concerned. 
May we ** go and do likewiſe! ——— Thus we 


have ſeen a little of the character of a godly and 
Faithful man, and ſhall now proceed briefly to point 


ont when ſuch godly and faithful men may be ſaid 
to cea/e and fail, and what caule there 1 is for ſorrow 
in fuch a caſe, | 


I. When many are taken away and others are not 


raiſed up in their room; then the godly may be ſaid 


to ceaſe; and this is a circumſtance peculiarly ſor- 
rowful, and looks with a threatning aſpect, whether 
it be done againſt a Aingadom, a nation, or a city only ; 
when thoſe who obſerved the worſhip of God with 
the ſtricteſt piety and devotion—attended to the 
duties of their ftation with the utmoſt diligence and 
care—abounded in works of kindneſs, charity and 
benevolence ; or to uſe the prophet's words, whoſe 
character it was to do july, love mercy, and to walk 
kumbly with their God, (vid. Mic. vi. 8.)—When 
men of this character (who ſo eminently adorned 
the doctrine of God their Saviour) are taken away, 


how melancholy is the proſpect to thoſe who are left 


behind !———** The righteous, the merciful are taken 
* away PIR the ewil to come.” Ordinarily before 
the Lord executes his wrath upon a people, he calls 
home his own to himſelf, or makes peculiar provi- 
fion for their aer. 12 hiding them in the ſecret of his 
«© tabernacle ” [wide Pf, xxvii. 5. J or as it is expreſ- 
ſed by the Prophet, Iſa. xxvi. 20. 21. Come my 
«© people enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors 
* about thee; hide thyſelf as it Were e. for a litlle moment, 
n 


3 
antill 4% indignation be overpaſt. For bebolf the A x 
cometh out of his place to puniſh the inhabitants o the 
earth for their iniquity.” 


>. The faithful may be ſaid to fait, Wher the 
remnant* that is left decay and wither, and true 
godlineſs loſeth. ground—When there is a 
0 departure from that ſteadineſs, conſtaney and 
integrity which ſo particularly adorns the chriſtian 
character, and ornaments the lives of the faithful: 
— When. the fear of man has an undue influence 
upon them, ſo as to bias their judgment and xhwart. 
their conduct. When it may be ſaid- of many pro- 
feſſors, what the Lord deelares by the Prophet 
| Jfalab, chap. xxix; 13. his people draw near me- 
cuith their month, and with their lis du honour m, 
bat have-removed' their leur far from me and their 
— fear towarids me is taught by- the precepts af nen. 
q. d. They go not a ſtep further in religion than 
what the moſt carnal men will admit of, - (vez with» 
out perſecuting them)—They content themſelves: 
with the outward varniſh of ſome moral duties. 
ſpeak well of religion; and appeir at public worſhip 
ſsinctiities=theſ NI preſent'their bodies there, ant 
ſcem to Behave with” a deal of gravity and Gültward 
detorum,; (as if Gd was worfflpped with'men's 
hands, or pleafed with outward ſhew) whilft at tlie 
. ſame time they are unconcerned about the temper 
Q | oHftbeirminds—the frame of their ſplrit and the 
difpofition of their heart.“ So that their religion 
3s metely a ceremony, and'their devotion no mor 
than a form: And when this is the cafe, we may 
certainly conclude, The faithful fail from among 
the children of men; which (how ſad a caſe it is!) is 
but too evident. For what may be expected when 
IS profeſſors 


| | 
profeſſors grow vain, formal, and lukewarm, but 
that the avrath of God ſhould wax hot againſt them, 
and his righteous diſpleaſure be manifeſted in their 
ruin? Vid. Rev. ii. 4; 8 . 14, 15, * | 


We ſhall proceed now, as was propoſed, 


II. To ſhew how the words of the text were ex- 


empliſied in the character of the deceaſed, viz. That 


he was a godly and faithful man. That he was ſo in 
_general, I ſuppoſe none will deny who knew him, 


unleſs ſuch as are ſo far blinded by prejudice as to 


«6 put darkneſs for light and light for darkneſs.” — That 
he was ſo in an eminent degree, thoſe can bear wit- 


neſs who had the happineſs and advantage of the 


neareſt intimacy and friendſhip with him; ſuch will 
make no ſcruple to allow that he was a man poſſeſſed 
of an uncommon zeal for God, labouring with all 


his abilities to promote his glory and ſtrengthen 


the intereſt of true godlineſs in the world. —Let us 
ſurvey his character [tho? briefly] as a godly and 


faithful man. 


1. As a cody man. That he had attained to a 
very great degree of holineſs in heart and life, his 
whole deportment manifeſted, ——O, what a deep 
ſenſe had he of the horrid evil of fin! and how 
greatly was he abaſed before God on account of it! 
both the /n of his nature and the ſins of his life: 
for what many would have counted very ſmall or. 
no fins, he looked upon as very great and dreadful !. 


How earneſtly would he warn thoſe of fin with 


whom he mn. in what a ſtriking light 


would 
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( 19 ) | 
would he ſet forth the amazing and moſt dreadful 


evils incident to body and ſoul, in time and eternity, 
as the fruit and conſequences of it! 


With what 
vigilance and earneſtneſs would he labour to unde- 
ceive thoſe who vainly imagined all was ſafe and 


well with them, becauſe they made a profefſion, and 


had @ name to live, although they were evidently 
under the power of unſubdued idols, luſts and 
paſſions. He ardently longed to be more holy in 
his own foul, and laboured what he could to promote 
it in others,— So much holineſs, ſo much happi- 


neſs“ was a maxim he firmly believed, and could 


by no means think it poſſible to be made happy, 
without being made holy, This made him ear- | 


neſtly deſire to be gone years before it pleaſed God 
to fign his diſmiſſion, and ſet him wholly at liberty 


from a body of fin and death How often have 
I heard him wiſh, with Fob, ** O that he awould hide 
me in the graue! So far was death from being. 
a terror to him, that *rwas the thing his ſoul greatly 
longed for ;—not as too many poor unthinking, 


creatures do, who wiſh for death to put an end (as 
they imagine) to their trouble, pain and ſorrows ; 


but to put an end to his fins, and render him capa- 
ble of enjoying and ſerving God perfefly,  —He 
always (after he knew what Chriſtianity was) look'd 
upon the life of a Chriſtian as a continual warfare, in 
which he had to combat with the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil: He very well knew, that to ſtand it 


out againſt all theſe potent enemies, was a work of 
the utmoſt labour! and would therefore often take 
notice of the various terms uſed by the Apoſtle to 
1 repreſent 
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( 20.) 
repreſent the chriſtian life—ſuch as . #unning, fri- 
wing, fighting, auręſtling, &c.“ All which (as he 
would remark) point out, with what diJigence, awatch- 


Falneſs, &c, The chriſtian ſhould purſue his courſe 


that he may work out his own ſalvation qvith fear 


aud trembling.”'——— The method that he took to pro- 


mote this life of godlineſs in his ſoul, and to obtain 


a growing conqueſt over all fin, is certainly worthy 


the obſervation and imitation of every ſerious ehriſ- 
tian, —He well knew that our help in this warfare 
muſt come from One that is Mighty: even the 
wmicury GOD Himſelf! And therefore he dili- 
gently ſought it in the uſe of thoſe means which 
God hath appointed, and promiſed to bleſs his, pco- 


ple in the obſervance of: —and, to ſingle out oe 


from among the ref}, which may be more particu- 
larly ſeaſonable, as I fear *tis leſs regarded than 
other; I mean, Prayer :—Perbaps no, man of late 
years attended to it more diligently —uled it moge 
*fervently, or atta! ined a greater eminengy both in 
the grace and gift of it than he did. —Hqgw peyti- 
nently upon all occations would he pour out his 
hearr before God! ,Prayer was his refuge at all 
times; . c. by prayer he made God his reſuge,) 
David's practice was his, who with the firicteſt pro- 
priety might ſay with regard to many, Fer my 


"ave (to their ſouls, and faithful labours for their 


good) they are mine adverſaries, but I give myſelf unto 
Praver, „Pf. cix, 4. The Hours that he ſpent daily 
in this devout exerciſe, thoſe who are ſtiangers to it 
would not believe (perhaps) if they were told; and 
though more than moſt people have time for, - yet 
was every one diligent | in 9 to ſpend what 
time 


[WE] 
time they have in the ſame devout and fervent man- 
| | ner, no doubt but they would find the benefit and 
| advantage of ſo doing.— How ſolemnly would he 
| begin every day with God ! With what reverence 
and awe would he addreſs the MajtsrTy of heaven! 
| and how ardently would he pour out his ſoul to the- 
| ſacred THREE-ONE, in adoration, love and praiſe! 
giving glory to Gop for all his infinite excellen- 
eies, wondrous works and word—praifing and adoring. 
him as his Creator, Preſerver, Benefactor, Redeemer; 
giving thanks for all that Gon had made and given. 
him in a way of providence and grace; and then how 
deeply would he expreſs His vileneſs, and implore the: 
mercy of God to his Soul, for Chriſt's ſuke !—how 
earneſtly would he cry to be delivered both from the 
guilt and the power of ſin in all it's various actings — 
and for this he would plead like a man in earneſt: 
to enjoy the bleſſings and benefits of union and com- 
munion with Chriſt, thro” tlie in-dwelling power 
and preſence of the Holy Gnos1:! and ſenſible 
that he could not tell what a day might bring forth 
could not ſee the evils and the dangers that awaited> 
him; he moſt devoutly committed himſelf to God 
by faith and-prayer, to be kept, upheld, defended, 
guided, taught, led, and directed into every path» 
af truth and duty that he might be kept from tie- 
aſſaults of the enemy from the power of in-dwel- 
| 5 ling ſin from every temptation, and all things dis- 
ws ;  Hhonouring to God and hurtful to his foul, —Th's1 
was his conſtant prectice every morning: and he en- 
deavoured to live in the day time according to the 
purport of his prayers.— And many times in the- 
day would he renew his Me As to the throne: 


off. 


Ear: J 

grace, bebdes the andthe exerciſe of family wor- 
ſhip, night and morning. The Lord had given 
him a moderate ſufficĩieney of the things of this life, 
ſo that he he had enough to ſupport him during his 
afflitions in the days of his pilgrimage ; and how 
devoutly thankful he was to God fer it! and alſo 
how much he laboured both in his life and at his 
death to do good with it, not a few can witneſs. 
Nobody was more ſparing of needleſs expences ; 
| [as be would often ſay, he would rather/give a ſhil- 
ling to the poor than waſte a farthing unneceſlarily Þ 
and perhaps no man was readier to acts of. charity 
and benevolence ; doing what he did, not to.be- 
ſeen of. men, to get their eſteem, but as in the ſight 
of Gop, that he might approve himſelf a faithful 
ſteward of the things commiited unto him; for he 
looked upon all he had to be given him of God, and 
therefore to be uſed to his glory.——Thus it ap- 
pears that he was a god/y man. But we juſt add, 


2. He was a faith/ul man too; and that as emi- 
nently perhaps as any man in his day. How far 
was he from regarding the favours. or fearing the 
| frowns of any man with reſpect to diſcharging his 
duty towards God ! not at all diſcouraged with any 
_ oppotition he met with, he rather rejoiced that he: 
was counted worthy to ſuffer per//cution, ſhame and 
refroach for the name of Feſus —How heartily did he 
re prove thoſe for ſin with whom he was, or with 
Whom he had any connettion :—and though many 
times ſome of his valuable friends were of the num 
ber, yet he would not be perſuaced either by elt 
i tereft or carnal love to forbear to rebuke them, —— 

Tuns 
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| Twas painful indeed! as I have often heard him ſax, 

| yet for the glory of God—the peace of his eonſci- 
ence and the good of ſouls he would break through 
all difficulties to diſcharge his duty. — his 
plain dealing has often oceafioned him many enemies, 
but at the ſame time it always ſecured to him the 
peace of his conſcience towards God; which he-ef- 
teemed above the favours. or friend{hip of all the men 
upon earth; and I have often heard him -remark 
bow evidently he had found the truth and fulfillment 
of ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, Prov. xxviii. 23. He 
that rebuketh a man ſhall afterwards find more favour 
than he that flattereth <vith'his fongue. That ip his 
dealings with men he was firift, juſt-and:faithful 
none will deny who had any connections with him. 
I might enlarge confiderably more, but refer the 
reader to the account of his life, and ſhall: conclude 
this head with juſt a word relative to his death 


«© Mark the perfect man (ſays the. Pſalmiſt) and bebe 
the upright, for the end of that man ts prace.” —Remark- 
ably ſo was the caſe of this excellent. perſon! For 
many weeks indeed before his-deceafe, he laboureg 
under the moſt preſſing afflictions, inſomueh (as he 
bimſelf ſaid) the. pains that he felt were auutterable; 
the great finkings and decays of his ſhattered trame, 
always hovering upon the grave, expecting death 
every hour (yea ſometimes every minute) and yet- 
kept alive, was ſuch a ſcene af miſery and: dittrefs 
as is wholly inexpreſſible] and during this ſeaſon 
his mind too, for the moſt” part, was in a very dull 
and barren e quite — of thoſe comfortable 

ſenſations 


. 


n 

ſenſations which flow from the bleſſed preſence of 
God upon the ſoul ; nevertheleſs his /a/th remained 
un ſhalen, he reſted fully affured that Chriſt was 
& able to ſave unto the uttermoſt all that come unto God 
by him ;” and having for many years committed the 
care, the keeping, the ſalvation of his ſoul to the 
great Redeemer, he doubted not of his faithtulneſs 
and power to keep that which he had thus “ com- 
enitted unto Him againf! that day,''—— Thus by faith 
in Chriſt his ſoul was ſupported in this ſtinking 
Nate, —But before he goes, juſt before he goes into 
a Better avorld, he ſhall have a better frame: For a few 
hours before he died (though for days and weeks be- 
fore, he could ſcarce bear any body to ſpeak, yea 
hardly to whiſper) he defire& to join with the 
watcher to ſing the-praiſes of Chriſt !: and accord- 
ingly with all the vigour of his ſoul, and the little 
remaining ſtrength of his body, he exerted himſelf 
to Help to chaunt IMmmanvutr's praiſe! He 
then ſpoke of Chriſt with peculiar earneſtneſs, and 
expreſſed his confidence of an intereſt in him; 
after which he again joined'in ſinging his praiſes and 
at the cloſe ſaid in very poſitive terms. ** ITwas the 
la time he ſhould ſing upon carb.“ And about two, 
hours after, breathed out his ſoul without either 
figh or groan !\——** Fet me die ihe death of be 
righteous, and let my laft end be he . / Amen! for- 
Chriſt's ſake — — 


1 ſhall now cloſe the whole as was propoſed, 


7200, By recohpmending. Res one (who hang any” 
concern tor the revival ol religion) vpon the cealing 


oß 


0568} 
of the godly and the failing of the faithful, to take 
the Pſalmilt's . courſe, and cry '** Help Lord!“ 
And that, | | 


r. With res. pect unto aowrſehoes, For in this view 
te is there nota caufe ? ”—Is not true religion and 
vital godlineſs rather upon the decline ? Are not 

the things which remain, in ſo languiſhing a-ſtate 
that they are, in a manner, raady to die? What is be- 
come of your former vigour, life and zeal? the 
kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thy eſpouſale 
when your ſouls firſt received Chriſt Jeſus the. Lord? 
Is the ſame life and action ſtill kept up ?—-Is- Chriſt 
the /ame precious — holineſs as deſirable —ſin as 
hateful?— Is watehfulneſs kept up with:the fame 
ſpirit of fear and godly jealouſy are ordinances 
zattended with the ſame conſtancy, zealand love 
prayer performed with the ſame. feryeney Does 
(the world appear as Vain ip ,your: efeem:as it. did 
then —hare eternal, things the fame weight upon 
your minde—is heaven as mach, longed for, and are 
ſouls and their ſalvation the ſame dear to you former 
Is your conſcience as tender as it. uſed to be- and 

* do you fear to. offend in little things ut theſe 

5 or the like queries to your ſouls, and then ſay, Is 

there not reaſon, to cry, Help, Lad) 0 my bre- 
thren pour out your hearts before bim,” and garneſt- 

ly implore the aids of his Spirit and the influences 
„of his grace, —that you may bring forth much 
iFrait ; that if religion dies around you, it may 
not decay within you. This will be greatly to your 
honour, peace and comfort, to hold faſt your inte- 
| grity 
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grity, in an age when ſo many who profe/5 that they 
Fnow God, but in works deny him,—Obierve how Chriſt 
commends the Church iu Pergamos, xl knoxv thy 
<vorks, aud where thou dwilleffl, even where Satan's 


feat is; and thou holdeff faft my name, and haff not de- 


nied my faith.” Rev. ii. 13 But, 


2. Be concerned for others alſo; for the church 


of Chriſt every where :—pray © for the remnant. 


that is left,” Both miniſters and people; that God 


may bleſs them with all needful grace, and uſetul 


gifts—may increaſe their knowledge, love, faith 
and zeal—make them diligent and laborious in 
their work, that they may turn many to righteouf- 
neſs, and build up others in their moſt holy faith. — 
Pray that a ſpirit of love, unity and peace, may 


- cement the hearts of all chriſtians, and excite their 
diligence to promote the glory of God and the com- 
mon intereſt of religion in the world. — Think it not 
in yain thus to call upon God for others; but Pray, 


pray earneſtly for Zion; Pray for the peace of Feru= 


alem, remember they /hall proſper that lowe her,— 


wide Pſa. exxii.— 


So good a Maſter do we ſerve, 


that while we ſeek 4s intereſt, we promote our 
. own: and ſo true is that of the wiſe man, “ He 


that watereth another, ball be watered bi mfe If. * 
Prov. xi. 2 25.— 


3. Cry unto God to 3 the borders of Zion. 
not only to beautify, but increaſe his church and 
people; not only that thoſe who do believe may be 
made fruitful, but that many who now believe not, 
may 


C EF 

| may be made faithful — that the goſpel may be 
preached to all nations for the obedience of faith— 

that Jew and Gentile may fee the ſalvation of God; 


and all the ends of the earth look unto Chriſt and 
be ſaved, 


May this zeal for God and godlineſs poſſeſs every 
heart—glow in every breaſt—ſhine in all our lives! 
Then when we are called to go the way of all the earth, we 
ſhall have this to comfort us {and than which, what 
can yield greater conſolation?) that “ our Souls 
will not be gathered with impenitent finners, nor 
our lives with bloody men.” (Pſa. xxvi. 9) But in 

the ſtricteſt and fulleſt ſenſe, we ſhall then ** Come 
unto mount Sion and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Feruſalem, and to an innumerable company of 
Angels, To the general aſſembly, and church of the 
firſt-born which are written in heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
And to FESUS the MEDIATOR : "7 Ko 
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